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What is this study about

Scientists and doctors at the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) and our affiliated 
institutions in government and industry, work to develop new medicines, vaccines, diagnostic tests, 
and prevention tools to protect people from sickness and injury.  Many of the research projects need 
human blood to be successful.  Here at the WRAIR, we have a blood collection study (WRAIR 
#1868) that allows us to collect blood from healthy volunteers between the ages of 18 and 62; much 
like a blood bank does in a hospital.  This blood can then be used for research in several approved 
research projects.  We are currently looking for volunteers with known low levels of an enzyme 
called glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase, otherwise known as G6PD deficiency. We are inviting 
you to donate blood to that study. 

?  

  
What is G6PD deficiency?  
 
Glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) is an enzyme found in certain types of cells. When not 
enough G6PD is present, red blood cells exposed to certain chemicals found in some foods and 
medications are rapidly broken down and destroyed.  If enough red blood cells are destroyed, serious 
injury or even death can result. Therefore, special care must be taken to ensure that certain 
medications are thoroughly evaluated before being administered to persons with low levels of G6PD.   

 
Malaria is a serious and potentially fatal disease caused by infection with a certain type of blood 
parasite. This infection occurs in many locations throughout the world, and results in the deaths of an 
estimated 1-2 million people each year.  Scientists at WRAIR have been involved in extensive 
research aimed at developing new drugs and vaccines to combat this disease for many years.  Several 
medications used to treat malaria currently and in the past have been shown to be potentially 
dangerous to persons with low G6PD. Scientists at WRAIR are evaluating existing and several 
potential new medications which are similar to those medications. These scientists wish to evaluate 
the effect of these new medications on blood containing low levels of G6PD as part of an effort to 
determine how safe these drugs might be for human use. They also wish to evaluate the effectiveness 
of various tests to diagnose G6PD deficiency, as these tests are important for using existing drugs 
safely.  It is for these purposes that scientists are currently looking for blood donations.   
 
What is required to participate in the study

For this specific project, we are specifically recruiting volunteers with abnormal levels of G6PD.  
These levels will be evaluated and confirmed using the small amount of blood that you provide 
during your screening blood draw. If you agree to enroll in WRAIR #1868 and sign a consent form, 
you will be asked more detailed questions and receive a brief physical exam.  If no problems are 
found, baseline blood tests will be collected.  If no problems are identified by the tests, you will be 
enrolled into WRAIR #1868, and able to donate to our project (WRAIR #1868.03). 

?  

 
In order to donate you must be: 

• G6PD deficient 
• Between the ages of 18 and 62 
• In good general health,  
• Weigh over 110 pounds 
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You will not
• Have a history of alcohol abuse or IV drug use 

 be able to participate if you:  

• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant 
• Are a carrier of any diseases that are passed by blood  
• Have a fear of needles 

 
What to expect if I am enrolled in the study

If enrolled, each time you donate, we will collect up to one unit of blood (approximately one pint, 30 
tablespoonfuls or 450 mL), depending on the current needs of the scientists.  There will be times 
when the scientists will only need a small amount of blood, and other times when the scientists will 
require an entire unit all at once. You will be informed at the time of scheduling as to what amount is 
being requested.  

?  

 
All blood samples will be collected at the WRAIR Clinical Trials Center (CTC) where there are 
technologists specially trained to collect larger volumes of blood. 
 
How will I be compensated

Compensation will range from $50 to $150 depending on the amount of blood donated, as described 
in the blood collection informed consent form.  A volunteer may be compensated up to $925 
annually for participating in this study.  If you are in the military or a federal employee, the law 
limits the amount we can pay you to $50 per blood draw, unless you are on approved leave, or 
donating outside of normal duty hours, in which case, you can receive the full amount for that 
volume of donation and participation. There are limits on how much blood you can donate and how 
often you can donate.  These limits will be explained to you fully during a counseling session in the 
Clinical Trials Center.   

?  

 
How do I schedule a visit and find out more information

Please call the Clinical Trials Center using the contact information below and provide the following 
information to the staff:  

?  

 
 Name  
 Date of Birth  

 Gender – M or F  
 Address  

 Phone number 
 Email address  

 
 
 

Department of Clinical Trials  
Monday – Friday, 6:00 am – 2:30 pm 

1-866-856-3259 
 
 
You may have your information stored in a database if you wish to be contacted for future studies.  


